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                                                                                                                                      By Bob Ulrich 

The Western Region Conference for 2009 is now history.  Some of us think to it as a reunion  of old 

friends.  The membership did considered a resolution put forth by RVP Bill Marker by mail and decided 
not to recommend any changes to the By-Laws at this time by turning it down..   
Registrations were off slightly but the conference still saw 55 registered delegates and about 80 folks total 
gather at the Sands Regency where all seemed to have a good time hanging out at the hospitality room and 
seeing old friends again.  Bill Fairfield was at the gavel as usual moving things along after a welcome by 
the mayor of Reno  Bob Cashell.     
Photo below.left AJ Wichita leads delegation to Senator Harry Reeds office to deliver a petition.  . 

The petition,  signed with 77 names of folks at the conference,  urged Reed to pressure Senator 
Akaka to release our Just Compensation Bill.from the committee.    Reed wasn’t there but petition 

was delivered to an aid who promised 
to pass it on. 

Above and to the right..Frank  and Lupe Mendez, long our co-hosts at theWestern Region Conference, 
receive a special AMMV award for their hard work on our behalf thru the years.  Frank and Lupe, and their 
crew from Golden Gate make the hospitality room a real pleasure during the conferences.  They purchase 
the raffle prizes used at the conferences, sell the tickets,  as well as help to plan the events.  Those of us who 
also work on the conference committee offer our sincere congratulations to two very deserving and very 
valuable shipmates. 
More than 50 photos of the conference are on display in color on our Sacramento Valley web site. 
http://www.ammvsacvalley.com/index.html 



Regional Conference pictures at random continues… 
National Secretary Nelson Cauble attended the Western Regional.  Regional VP’s 
Three National Officers, President AJ Wichita, Vice President Don Trimbath and National Secretary Nelson 
Cauble attended the Western Regional.  Regional VP’s Rex Farley and Bill Cantau.  Just Compensation’s Ian 
Allison , Deputy Director of the Oregon VA Paula Brown, Sindy Raymond, editor of the AMMV National 
Magazine and numerous crew members from the SS Jeremiah O’Brien and the SS Red Oak Victory were in 
attendance this year.   

Above..left Dennis Koller speaks about the SS Jeremiah O’Brien,  center, JO 
Nelson VA Officer and the photo right is JO’s speaker Stephen Rose of the Nevada VA.  Mona Schmiedel had Jeanette 

Raye as her speaker for the Ladies Luncheon.  Jeanette was a 10 year 
veteran of the Air Force and a grandmother. 

Photo below is Bill .Fairfield at 
the podium with the National Officers 
Nelson Cauble, Don Trimbath and AJ 
Wichita.  Upper right..Frank Schmiedel 
speaks from the floor and upper left 
speaker Coast Guard Petty Officer John 
Kinstry addresses the conference. 

 
Photos at tables of some Sacramento members and others.  

Hard to see in black and 

white?  Check the web site 
for larger images in 


